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16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 
National Writing, Art, Photography, Theater performance and Film 
Competition 

Peace at Home, Peace in the World  
“From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” 
presented by: 

Gender and Development Committee of Peace Corps Romania, Fundatia 
Sensiblu, Fundatia IREX/Biblionet Program  
 

2012 Campaign in ROMANIA 
The Gender and Development Committee, GAD, is a group of US Peace Corps Volunteers and Romanians working 
to promote gender equality in the social and economic development processes of Romania.  This year, GAD, in 
partnership with Fundatia Sensiblu and Fundatia IREX/Biblionet Program is coordinating a 16 Days campaign in 
Romania.  We are organizing a creative writing, art, photography, theatrical performance, and film competition 
for Romanian high school and elementary students.  This competition is open nationwide to all general schools, 
high schools, organizations, and libraries with interested students.   
 
The Participants' task is to positively and creatively express through writing (poetry, song, essay), theatrical 
performance, art, or short film this year’s theme “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” and to 
demonstrate what actions we can take to build peace at home which will then create greater peace in the world. 
Students’ submissions will be judged in the following categories according to their grade level and type of entry:  

 
Grade School Competition  High School Competition  

Art Art  

Photography Photography 

Essay Essay  

Poetry or Song Poetry or Song 

 Short Film (2-5 minutes) 

 Theater Performance (2-5 minutes) 

 
Background Information 
The campaign, 16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence, was launched in 1991 as a way to organize activities 
that focus on gender violence awareness.  The 16 days between November 25th and December 10th were 
specifically chosen for this campaign because they include numerous relevant and important days: 
 

 November 25:  International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 

 November 29: International Women Human Rights Defenders Day 

 December 1: World AIDS Day 

 December 3: International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

 December 10: International Human Rights Day 
For more information on the history of this international campaign, visit http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/. 
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Details of the Competition 
 
The 2012 Theme is “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World”. Writing (in Romanian), Art, Photography, 
Theatrical Performance, and Film Submissions should be creative interpretations of this theme created 
specifically for this competition. 

 Essays must be 1000 words or less 

 Submissions to the national competition must be received electronically by December 10, 2011. 

 Send all submissions to gadromania16zile@gmail.com along with a completed form.  

 For film submissions, go to http://www.tinyurl.com/16zile-film and complete the form for each entry. 
If you do not have a stable Internet connection we recommend visiting your local library for assistance.  

 Winners of the National 16 Days Writing, Art, Photography, Theatrical Performance, and Film 
Competition will be announced in February 2013 and their work will be a part of an art and writing 
exposition in Bucharest.  

 
Plagiarism:   
Plagiarism is the use of another person’s work without giving appropriate acknowledgment of the author or 
source. Examples of plagiarism include: 
 
Copying essays, art or articles from the web and presenting them as your own work 
Copying sections from books, journals, websites etc. into your own work without providing a reference for the 
material 
Quoting someone else’s work without putting the words inside quotation marks 
Incorrectly referencing material 
Copying sentences with some words changed without providing a reference 
Any submission found to be plagiarist work will be automatically disqualified from the competition. ALL WORK 
MUST BE ORIGINAL.   

 
For More Information 

 Visit our campaign blog at: http://gad16zile.wordpress.com 

 Contact us by email at: gadromania16zile@gmail.com 

 Call our GAD president, Andrea Cristancho, 0734622034 
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16 Days Against Gender Violence Contest:  
 “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” 

 
Objective:  The participants' task is to positively and creatively express through writing (poetry, song, essay), theatrical performance, art, 
or short film this year’s theme: “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” and to demonstrate what actions we can take to build peace 
at home which will then create  greater peace in the world.    
 

Essay Scoring Rubric (16 points possible) 
Essays must be 1000 words or less 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CATEGORY 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

Understanding of Topic 

and Development of 

Ideas 

 

The writer clearly 

understood the topic and 

presented his/her arguments 

and information forcefully 

and convincingly.  

 

 The development of ideas is 

effective because the details 

and examples are specific 

and well chosen, adding 

substance to the essay 

 

The writer understood the 

topic and presented most of 

his/her arguments and 

information effectively and 

convincingly   

 

The development of ideas is 

sufficient because the details 

and examples are specific 

and appropriate, adding 

some substance to the 

essay. 

The writer seemed to 

understand the main points 

of the topic and presented 

those effectively. 

 

The development of ideas is 

minimal and remains at a 

surface level because the 

details and examples are 

somewhat inappropriate or 

are too briefly or generally 

presented.  

 

The writer did not 

demonstrate an adequate 

understanding of the topic. 

 

The writer’s development of 

ideas is weak because the 

details and examples are 

inappropriate, vague, or 

insufficient.  

 

Connection to Contest 

Theme 

All of the writer's ideas are 

well connected to the theme 

and they expresses clearly 

and effectively what actions 

can be taken to build greater 

peace in a positive tone. 

Most of the writer's ideas 

are connected to the theme 

and they express what 

actions can be taken to build 

greater peace in a positive 

tone. 

The writer's ideas are 

occasionally connected to 

the theme and they express 

what actions can be taken to 

build greater peace in a 

positive tone. 

The writer's ideas have little 

or no connection to the 

theme and they express very 

few or no actions that can be 

taken to build greater peace 

and/or does not do so in a 

positive tone. 

Organization 

All arguments were clearly 

connected to the essay’s 

basic premise and were 

organized in a tight, logical 

fashion.  

 

Most arguments were clearly 

connected to the paper’s 

premise and organized in a 

tight, logical fashion. 

Most arguments were clearly 

connected to the paper’s 

premise but the organization 

was not always clear or 

logical. 

The arguments were not 

clearly presented and/or not 

clearly connected to the 

paper’s premise. 

Language Conventions 

The writer demonstrates a 

consistent command of 

spelling, capitalization, 

punctuation, grammar and 

usage. Although minor 

errors may be evident, they 

do not detract from the 

fluency of the writing or the 

clarity of the essay. 

The writer demonstrates a 

general command of 

spelling, capitalization, 

punctuation, grammar and 

usage. Although some errors 

may be evident, they create 

few (if any) disruptions in 

the fluency of the writing, 

and they do not 

The writer demonstrates a 

partial command of spelling, 

capitalization, punctuation, 

grammar and usage. Some 

distracting errors may be 

evident, at times creating 

minor disruptions in the 

fluency or meaning of the 

writing. 

The writer has little or no 

command of spelling, 

capitalization, punctuation, 

grammar and usage.  Serious 

and persistent errors create 

disruptions in the fluency of 

the writing and sometimes 

interfere with meaning. 
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16 Days Against Gender Violence Contest:  
 “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” 

 
Objective:  The participants' task is to positively and creatively express through writing (poetry, song, essay), theatrical performance, art, 
or short film this year’s theme: “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” and to demonstrate what actions we can take to build peace 
at home which will then create greater peace in the world.    

 
Photography Scoring Rubric (16 points possible) 

 

CATEGORY 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

Technical Qualities: 
exposure, dirt, dust, 
stains 

The photograph is 
clear and of excellent 
quality 

The photograph is 
mostly clear and of 
good quality. 

The photograph is of 
average quality 

The photograph is 
poorly executed and is 
of poor quality 

Composition: 
background, lighting, 
lines and shapes, use 
of space, organization, 
angle and perspective, 
focus 

All elements of the 
photograph are 
purposefully put 
together well and they 
create a sense of unity.  

Most elements of the 
photograph are 
purposefully put 
together well and 
create a sense of unity. 

Some elements of the 
photograph are 
purposefully put 
together well but the 
photograph may not 
create a sense of 
unity. 

Photo is poorly put 
together with little or 
no consideration for 
composition elements.  
As a result the 
photograph has no 
sense of unity. 

Connection to Contest 
Theme 

The photograph shows 
a strong connection 
and understanding to 
the theme and 
expresses clearly and 
effectively what 
actions can be taken to 
build greater peace in 
a positive tone. 

The photograph shows 
a connection and 
understanding to the 
theme and expresses 
what actions can be 
taken to build greater 
peace in a positive 
tone. 

The photograph shows 
an inconsistent 
connection to the 
theme and may 
express an action or 
actions but it is 
unclear how it is 
connected to the 
theme. 

The photograph shows 
little or no connection 
to the theme and does 
not express an action 
that can be taken to 
create peace. The tone 
of the photograph is 
negative. 

Visual Impact The photograph 
captivates the 
attention and 
imagination of the 
viewer and evokes a 
strong emotional 
response. 

The photograph 
captivates the 
attention and 
imagination of the 
viewer and evokes an 
emotional response. 

The photograph may 
capture the attention 
of the viewer but does 
not evoke an 
emotional response. 

The photograph is not 
interesting to look at 
and does not evoke an 
emotional response. 
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16 Days Against Gender Violence Contest:  
 “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” 

 
Objective:  The participants' task is to positively and creatively express through writing (poetry, song, essay), theatrical performance, art, 
or short film this year’s theme: “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” and to demonstrate what actions we can take to build peace 
at home which will then create greater peace in the world.    

 
Poetry or Song Scoring Rubric (16 points possible) 

For all song submissions, you must submit a copy of the lyrics AND a recorded video of the participant singing the song  
  

CATEGORY 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

Organization and 
Overall Impact 

The form of the 
poem/song is 
appropriate to the 
subject. The 
poem/song enables 
the reader to see, hear, 
feel, or think about the 
subject in a new way or 
in a more potent way 
than ever before. 

The form of the 
poem/song is 
appropriate to the 
subject. The 
poem/song enables 
the reader to see, hear, 
feel, or think about the 
subject. 

The form of the 
poem/song is not very 
appropriate to the 
subject. The 
poem/song enables 
the reader to see, hear, 
feel or think about the 
subject, but this is 
accomplished through 
predictable choices. 

The form of the 
poem/song is not 
appropriate to the 
subject. The 
poem/song does not 
enable the reader to 
see, hear, feel, or think 
about the subject. 

Connection to Contest 
Theme 

All of the writer's ideas 
are well connected to 
the theme and they 
expresses clearly and 
effectively what 
actions can be taken to 
build greater peace in 
a positive tone. 

Most of the writer's 
ideas are connected to 
the theme and they 
express what actions 
can be taken to build 
greater peace in a 
positive tone. 

The writer's ideas are 
occasionally connected 
to the theme and they 
express what actions 
can be taken to build 
greater peace in a 
positive tone. 

The writer's ideas have 
little or no connection 
to the theme and they 
express very few or no 
actions that can be 
taken to build greater 
peace and/or does not 
do so in a positive 
tone. 

Poetry/Song Elements Sensory details and 
figurative language 
create vivid images 
that contribute 
significantly to the 
meaning of the 
poem/song; sound 
devices, such as rhyme, 
alliteration, for 
onomatopoeia, are 
used effectively and 
contribute to the 
meaning of the poem. 
Word choice is vivid 
and exact throughout. 

Sensory details and 
figurative language 
contribute to the 
meaning of the 
poem/poem; sound 
devices, such as rhyme, 
alliteration, or 
onomatopoeia, also 
add to the meaning of 
the poem. Most word 
choices are precise. 

Sensory details and 
figurative language 
may be overused, 
underused, or 
inappropriate to the 
subject; sound devices, 
such as rhyme, 
alliteration, or 
onomatopoeia, may be 
overused or 
underused, or they 
may fail to add to the 
meaning of the 
poem/song. Word 
choices may be vague, 
repetitive, or 
imprecise. 

There is no use—or 
consistently confusing 
or inappropriate use— 
of sensory details, 
figurative language, or 
sound devices. Words 
may be misused or 
unclear. 

Language Conventions There are few or no 
errors in mechanics, 
usage, grammar, or 
spelling. 

There are some errors 
in mechanics, usage, 
grammar, or spelling. 

The poem/song is 
difficult to understand 
at times because of 
errors in mechanics, 
usage, grammar, or 
spelling. 

The poem/song is 
consistently difficult to 
understand because of 
errors in mechanics, 
usage, grammar, or 
spelling. 
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16 Days Against Gender Violence Contest:  
 “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” 

 

Objective:  The participants' task is to positively and creatively express through writing (poetry, song, essay), theatrical performance, art, 

or short film this year’s theme “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World” and to demonstrate what actions we can take to build peace 
at home which will then create greater peace in the world.    
 

 
Art Scoring Rubric (16 points possible) 

 
CATEGORY 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

Design/Composition: 
background, lighting, lines 
and shapes, use of space, 
organization, angle and 
perspective, focus 

All elements of the 
artwork are 
purposefully put 
together well and 
they create a 
sense of unity.  

Most elements of 
the artwork are 
purposefully put 
together well and 
create a sense of 
unity. 

Some elements of 
the artwork are 
purposefully put 
together well but 
the photograph 
may not create a 
sense of unity. 

The artwork is 
poorly put 
together with little 
or no 
consideration for 
composition 
elements.  As a 
result the artwork 
has no sense of 
unity. 

Craftsmanship, Effort and 
Skill 

It is clear that the 
artwork was 
beautifully and 
carefully done 
with much 
attention to detail. 
The student shows 
a high level of 
artistic skill. 

With a little more 
effort, the work 
could have been 
outstanding; lacks 
the finishing 
touches. The 
student shows 
some level of 
artistic skill. 

The student 
showed average 
craftsmanship; 
adequate, but not 
as good as it could 
have been, a bit 
careless, especially 
regarding details. 

The student 
showed below 
average 
craftsmanship, lack 
of pride in finished 
work. 

Connection to Contest 
Theme 

The artwork shows 
a strong 
connection and 
understanding to 
the theme and 
expresses clearly 
and effectively 
what actions can 
be taken to build 
greater peace in a 
positive tone. 

The artwork shows 
a connection and 
understanding to 
the theme and 
expresses what 
actions can be 
taken to build 
greater peace in a 
positive tone. 

The artwork shows 
an inconsistent 
connection to the 
theme and may 
express an action 
or actions but it is 
unclear how it is 
connected to the 
theme. 

The artwork shows 
little or no 
connection to the 
theme and does 
not express an 
action that can be 
taken to create 
peace. The tone of 
the photograph is 
negative. 

Visual Impact The art piece 
captivates the 
attention and 
imagination of the 
viewer and evokes 
a strong emotional 
response. 

The art piece 
captivates the 
attention and 
imagination of the 
viewer and evokes 
an emotional 
response. 

The art piece may 
capture the 
attention of the 
viewer but does 
not evoke an 
emotional 
response 

The art piece is not 
interesting to look 
at and does not 
evoke an 
emotional 
response. 
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16 Days Against Gender Violence Contest:  
 “From Peace at home to Peace in the World.” 

 
Objective: Participants' task is to positively and creatively express through writing (poetry, song, essay, theatrical performance ), art, or 
short film this year’s theme : “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World”  and to demonstrate what actions we can take to build peace at 
home which will then create greater peace in the world.    

 
Short Film Scoring Rubric (16 points possible) 

Film entries must be approximately 5 minutes or less.  Entries that fail to meet this requirement will have 20% of their total points deducted 
from their final score. 

 

CATEGORY 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

Idea/ Concept 

The film contains a strong 
central idea whose main point 
resonates through the all the 
creative choices taken in the 
film.   
 
The film is ambitious in its 
intent, topic, and subject 
matter.  The film also makes 
the best use of available 
resources to bring artistic 
vision to life. 

The main idea or central 
point is clearly articulated 
and resonates through 
most of the film.  While 
moments may suffer from 
overuse of convention, 
redundancy or obscurity, 
overall the film achieves its 
vision. 
 
Subject matter and 
approach are novel and 
evidences real engagement 
with topic.  However, film 
may fail to make best use of 
resources or betray some 
other lack of dedication or 
inadequacy of effort. 

Film shows some 
dedication to a strong 
central theme, but is 
often distracted with 
tangential ideas. 
 
Often borrows many 
ideas or subject matter 
from pre-existing works. 
 
Overall the film may have 
a central idea, but it is 
neither clearly articulated 
nor does it reflect a 
unique stance or 
perspective.  
 
 

Central concept of the project is 
obscure, trite, or inappropriate. 
 
Treatment and subject matter 
seems ill-conceived or poorly 
planned  
 
Overall the film lacks dedication 
or purpose. 

Execution 

Uses a variety of shots that 
advance the story. All shots 
are in focus and properly 
composed. 
 
The sound and picture quality 
are excellent. 
 
There is an excellent use of 
sound effects/ special effects/ 
music throughout that 
enhances the film; lack 
thereof enhances the film 

Uses a variety of shot.  The 
shots are in focus most if 
not all of the time. Most 
shots framed properly.  
 
There are some flaws in the 
sound and picture quality 
but this has little effect on 
the overall performance.  
 
There is a good use of 
sound effects/ special 
effects/ music throughout 
most of the film; lack 
thereof enhances the film 
most of the time 

Some shots are out of 
focus. At times the 
composition is framed 
poorly. There are times 
when the camera is shaky 
and this takes away from 
project's effectiveness.  
 
There are flaws in the 
sound and picture quality 
that compromise the 
viewer’s ability to watch.  
 
There is some use of 
sound effects/ special 
effects/ music 
throughout the film; lack 
thereof detracts from the 
quality of the film some 
of the time. 

Most or all of the shots are out of 
focus. The composition is mostly 
framed poorly. The camera is 
shaky and this takes away from 
project's effectiveness.  
 
The sound and picture quality are 
poor and this obstructs the 
viewer’s ability to watch.  
 
There is a poor use of sound 
effects/ special effects/ music 
throughout the film; lack thereof 
detracts from the quality of the 
film. 

Connection to Contest 
Theme 

The film shows a strong 
connection and understanding 
to the theme and expresses 
clearly and effectively what 
actions can be taken to build 
greater peace in a positive 
tone. 

The film shows a 
connection and 
understanding to the theme 
and expresses what actions 
can be taken to build 
greater peace in a positive 
tone 

The film shows an 
inconsistent connection 
to the theme and may 
express an action or 
actions but it is unclear 
how it is connected 

The film shows little or no 
connection to the theme and 
does not express an action that 
can be taken to create peace. The 
tone of the film is negative. 

Creativity 

The film takes an interesting 
and creative approach to the 
subject and captivates the 
audience. 

The film is mostly 
interesting and takes a 
creative approach to the 
subject and captivates the 
audience most of the time. 

Some parts of the film 
are interesting and 
creative and it captivates 
some of the time. 

The film lacks creativity and is not 
interesting. It generates little 
interest from the audience. 
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16 Days Against Gender Violence Contest:  

 “From Peace at home to Peace in the World.” 
 
Objective: The participants' task is to positively and creatively express through writing (poetry, song, essay,) theatrical performance, art, 
or short film this year’s theme: “From Peace at Home to Peace in the World”  and to demonstrate what actions we can take to build peace 
at home which will then create greater peace in the world.    

 
Theatrical Performance Scoring Rubric (16 points possible) 

Each performance must be recorded for approximately 5 uninterrupted minutes or less (without stopping) and submitted to the committee. 
 This includes transitions.  No final editing on the performance must be made.  Entries that fail to meet this requirement will have 20% of 
their total points deducted from their final score. In addition, an accompanying script must be included with the theatrical performance 

submission. While the script will not be scored, a script is necessary for consideration.  

 
CATEGORY 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Point 

Performance 

Movement is very 
innovative, 
accentuates the lines, 
adds greatly to the 
depth of the 
characters, and 
supports plot. Voice 
shows excellent 
expression, 
differentiation in pace, 
inflection, resonance, 
quality and 
enunciation. One can 
hear the characters' 
uniqueness and 
variation from one 
another. 

Movement accents the 
lines, adds to the depth 
of the characters, and is 
interesting to the 
audience. Voice shows 
expression, 
differentiation in pace 
and inflection, and 
enunciation. One can 
hear a unique voice true 
for each of the 
characters. 

There is movement, and 
it accents the lines 
being read. Movement 
is inconsistent with 
scene or character; or 
several times 
movement is lacking. 
Monotone .Unclear at 
times; too quick/ too 
slow several times; too 
high/too low several 
times. Lacks 
consistency. Voices of 
one or the other do not 
represent character. 

No movement or use of 
physical space or so 
much movement it is 
impossible to watch and 
distracting. Voice is 
monotone and not 
expressive; too quick/ 
too slow; too high/too 
low. Completely 
indistinct & often 
unclear. Voice is not true 
to character 

Plot 

The plot is highly 
unique and interesting 
and captivates the 
audiences’ attention. It 
is original in idea and 
execution. 

The plot is unique and 
interesting and 
captivates the 
audiences’ attention 
most of the time. It is 
original in idea and 
execution. 

The plot displays some 
originality and creativity 
and inconsistently 
captivates the 
audiences’ attention. 

The plot is lacking in 
originality and creativity. 
It generates little interest 
from the audience. 

Connection to Contest 
Theme 

The performance 
shows a strong 
connection and 
understanding to the 
theme and expresses 
clearly and effectively 
what actions can be 
taken to build greater 
peace in a positive 
tone. 

The performance shows 
a connection and 
understanding to the 
theme and expresses 
what actions can be 
taken to build greater 
peace in a positive tone 

The performance shows 
an inconsistent 
connection to the 
theme and may express 
an action or actions but 
it is unclear how it is 
connected to the 
theme. 

The performance shows 
little or no connection to 
the theme and does not 
express an action that 
can be taken to create 
peace. The tone of the 
performance is negative. 

Technical Mastery 

The performance 
displays a creative and 
effective use of props, 
costumes, lighting, as 
well as scene design. 
The sound and picture 
quality are excellent. 

The performance 
displays a good use of 
props, costumes, 
lighting, as well as scene 
design. There are some 
flaws in the sound and 
picture quality but this 
has little effect on the 
overall performance. 

The performance 
displays some use of 
props, costumes, 
lighting, as well as scene 
design. There are flaws 
in the sound and picture 
quality that compromise 
the viewer’s ability to 
watch. 

There is little or no use of 
props, costumes, lighting, 
as well as scene design. 
The sound and picture 
quality are poor and this 
obstructs the viewer’s 
ability to watch. 
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